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          Council Chambers 

          Municipal Building 

          October 27, 2020 

 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, October 27, 2020, at 6:00 

P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, October 22, 2020, at 4:20 P.M. 

 

Jim Hail, Pastor Abba’s Church of God gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, Steve Cox, James Brown, Billy Jack Boatright & 

John Browne 

Present via Teleconference: Cully Stevens & Zach Prichard  

Absent:   None  

Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 

 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager, Toni Ervin, Assistant City Manager; 

Jayme Clifton, Community Development Director; CFO, Sherri 

Swift and Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

Staff Attending via Teleconference:  William J. Ervin, City Attorney 

 

Recognition and Awards 

 

Mayor Browne issued a proclamation recognizing and supporting “Small Business Saturday”. 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 

name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

There were no comments. 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes from the October 13, 2020, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

B. Approval of Claims for October 7, 2020 through October 20, 2020. (Sherri Swift, Chief 

Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $95,231.97; Nutrition - 

$314.56; Landfill Res./Sub-Title D - $4,785.00; Educational Fund - $39,009.45; Tourism 

Fund - $426.40; SE Expo Center - $9,637.27; E-911 - $1,411.27; Grants & Contributions 

- $3,118.45; CDBG Grants Fund - $53,866.75; Fleet Maintenance - $6,693.57; Worker’s 

Comp. - $1,750.00; CIP Fund - $3,825.74; Technology Fund - $136.44; Stormwater Fund 

- $8,349.88; Infrastructure Fund - $32,439.69 and MRHC Cancer Center Fund - 

$39,009.45. 

 

C. Consider and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim filed by AT&T.  (Cora 

Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

D. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Lori Few and Dustin Vicars to the 

Stormwater Drainage System Advisory Board for terms to expire May 31, 2022.  (John 

Browne, Mayor) 
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E. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Paul Bishop to the Audit & Finance Advisory 

Board for a term to expire March 31, 2022.  (John Browne, Mayor) 

 

F. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Philip Stizza and Ryan Braswell to the 

Cemetery Board for terms to expire December 31, 2022.  (John Browne, Mayor) 

 

G. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Ruth Harkins to the Cemetery Board for a 

term to expire December 31, 2021.  (John Browne, Mayor) 

 

H. Consider and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter to the Governor and 

Oklahoma State Legislature requesting the extension of virtual meetings until March 14, 

2021.  (Zach Prichard, Ward Six Councilman, Peter Stasiak, City Manager) 

 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Cox and seconded by 

Councilman Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Stevens, Brown, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

A motion to open a Public Hearing to address one (3) proposed ordinances was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Stevens, Cox, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:07 P.M. 

 

Councilman Boatright commented that he would like to discuss the ordinance addressing the 

Sick Leave Bank. 

 

Mayor Browne explained that this time was for citizens to address the Council with questions or 

comments, but he could ask his questions at this time or wait until the agenda item was being 

considered. 

 

Councilman Boatright stated that he would wait for the agenda item. 

 

Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 

with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

SECTION 2-77, PERSONNEL POLICIES OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; BY 

ADDING TO THAT DOCUMENT, SECTION 1, “SICK LEAVE BANK” TO THE 

PERSONNEL POLICIES, REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; 

PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING IT AN 

EMERGENCY. 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 22, BUSINESSES, OF THE MCALESTER CITY CODE, ARTICLE IX, 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2687 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2020-2021; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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There was discussion or comments from citizens, and Councilman Smith moved to close the 

Public Hearing.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Cox, and the vote was taken as 

follows:  

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:09 P.M. 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Consider and act upon, authorizing the City Manager to enter into an Interagency 

Agreement with the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality to receive 

reimbursement up to $30,000.00 for costs related to the purchase of a new brush chipper 

for the McAlester Landfill.  (Stephanie Giacomo, Grant Administrator) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends acceptance of the conditions and authorizing the City Manager to execute the agreement with the 

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality. 

 

Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that the City had applied for and had been 

awarded a thirty thousand ($30,000.00) grant to be used toward the purchase of a chipper for the 

Landfill.  He explained how the City was currently addressing the brush that was dumped at the 

Landfill and added that citizens were allowed to get mulch from the Landfill. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding who was allowed to use the Landfill and what forms of 

identification were required.  

 

A motion to accept the conditions and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement with 

the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality to receive reimbursement up to $30,000.00 

for costs related to the purchase of a new brush chipper for the McAlester Landfill was made by 

Councilman Smith and seconded by Vice-Mayor Brown.  There was no further discussion, and 

the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

2. Consider and act upon, an Ordinance of the City of McAlester, Oklahoma, amending 

section 2-77, Personnel Policies of the code of ordinances; by adding to that document, 

Section 1, Sick Leave Bank to the Personnel Policy Handbook; repealing all conflicting 

ordinances; providing for a severability clause; and declaring an emergency.  (Toni Ervin, 

Assistant City Manager) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends approval of the Revised Personnel Policies by adding Sick Leave Bank. 

 

Assistant Manager Ervin addressed the Council explaining that when the City’s Code of 

Ordinances was recodified this section was retained only as a footnote.  She added that this had 

been discussed and the committee recommended that this be put into the Personnel Policy. 

 

There was discussion concerning how this leave was applied for, what the requirements were to 

qualify for the leave, how time was added to the bank and who approved the requests for this 

leave. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2697 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

SECTION 2-77, PERSONNEL POLICIES OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; BY 

ADDING TO THAT DOCUMENT, SECTION 1, “SICK LEAVE BANK” TO THE 

PERSONNEL POLICIES, REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; 

PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING IT AN 

EMERGENCY. 
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There was no further discussion, and a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2697, amending 

the City of McAlester’s Personnel Policy was made by Councilman Boatright.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Cox, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Cox, Prichard, Smith, Stevens, Brown & Brown 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

A motion to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE was made by Councilman Smith and 

seconded by Councilman Cox.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Prichard, Stevens, Brown, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

3. Consider and act upon, an amendment to an ordinance of the City of McAlester to clarify 

the rules and regulations of licensing Marijuana Facilities with the City.  (Peter Stasiak, 

City Manager, William Ervin, City Attorney) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to pass and approve an Ordinance amendment clarifying and bringing the City’s Marijuana Facilities 

Ordinances in line with new state law. 

 

Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that this ordinance had been presented at the 

previous meeting and only one (1) comment had been received.  He stated that Councilman Cox 

had expressed concerns regarding odor and that matter had been addressed in Section 22-312.M. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2698 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 22, BUSINESSES, OF THE MCALESTER CITY CODE, ARTICLE IX, 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

There was no discussion, and a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2698, amending Chapter 

22, Article IX, Medical Marijuana of the Code of the City of McAlester was made by 

Councilman Boatright.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, Stevens, Cox, Brown, Prichard & Brown 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

4. Consider and act upon, an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2687 which established 

the budget for fiscal year 2020-2021; repealing all conflicting ordinances; providing for a 

severability clause; and declaring an emergency.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

A Motion to approve the budget amendment ordinance. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council reviewing the Budget amendments.  During her review CFO 

Swift explained that this amendment was to lapse and reappropriate expenditures from fiscal 

year 2019/2020 that were for ongoing capital projects and this amendment would also repay the 

Emergency Fund for the $500,000.00 withdraw that Council had approved. 

 

There was discussion concerning the Emergency Fund repayment, what the City’s second water 

source was, and where the funds that the Choctaw Nation gave to the City would be used. 
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ORDINANCE  NO. 2699  

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2687 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2020-2021; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

A motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2669, amending fiscal year 2020-2021 was made by 

Vice-Mayor Brown.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was 

taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Smith, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

Vice-Mayor Brown moved to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Brown, Smith, Stevens, Cox, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

5. Discussion on Monthly financial update.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City of McAlester’s financial status as of 

September 30, 2020.  During her update CFO Swift reviewed the General Fund Revenues and 

Expenditures stating that revenues were over budget approximately 11.5% and expenditures 

were 1.37% over budget.  She reviewed the McAlester Public Works Authority stating that 

revenues were 4.7% over budget and revenues were 5.29% under budget.  CFO Swift stated that 

the General Fund revenues would be brought more inline once the Budget Amendment repaying 

the Emergency Fund was posted. 

 

CFO Swift then reviewed the City’s Sales Tax and Use Tax receipts stating that both were 

exceeding the September budget.  She reviewed the MPWA water revenues for residential, 

commercial and the Rural Water Districts, stating that residential and commercial revenues were 

less than August but more than last year.  She added that the Water District sales were more than 

both August and the previous year.  She stated that the sales were being more accurately 

measured by the new meters.   

 

CFO Swift finished  her update with a review of the Treasury Report and explained where the 

$500,000.00 repayment to the Emergency Fund would be posted. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

6. Consider and act upon, authorizing the City of McAlester to hire Admont Supply, LLC to 

use vacuum excavation to remove surface and glass contamination from Hunter Park.  

(Toni Ervin, Assistant City Manager) 
Executive Summary 

The recommendation is to approve an hourly rate of $400.00 for Admont Supply LLC for the clean-up of the glass 

from Hunter Park. 

 

Assistant Manager Ervin addressed the Council furnishing them with a brief history of the 

Michael J. Hunter Park.  She further explained how the problem with the soil and surface glass 

contamination was an historical problem and even past efforts to remove the glass contamination 

were hampered with the freeze-thaw cycle and stormwater erosion.  She briefly reviewed the 

ability of Admont Supply, LLC and commented that the technique used by the company would 

not damage the trees or the landscaping.  She also commented that this item had been put on the 

agenda because the exact cost of the project was not known. 
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There was discussion regarding the maximum cost of the project, how deep the dirt removal 

might need to go, why there was so much glass in the park, the plan to prevent further glass 

contamination, how the dirt would be softened before removal, why the company could not 

furnish an estimate, putting this project out for bid and getting more response, how going 

through the bid process could increase the cost of the project, and how this problem had been let 

go for so long. 

 

Assistant Manager Ervin clarified the process and verified that Councilman Cox would be able to 

help review the process. 

 

Mayor Browne postponed this item. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

7. Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 2692, Amended Mask-Face Covering 

Mandate. (John Browne, Mayor) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion and possible action. 

 

Mayor Browne addressed the Council stating that Oklahoma was still in the red according to the 

President’s task force and commented that this was not the time to stop being vigilant on 

working to prevent the spread. 

 

There were no other comments and no action was taken on this item. 

 

New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 

accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 

Manager Stasiak reported that the preliminary numbers for November 15th sales tax receipts were 

eighty-nine thousand (89,000.00) higher than last year and use tax receipts were forty-eight 

thousand (48,000.00) higher than last year.  He informed the Council that the consulting firm that 

was studying the Rural Water District rates had furnished some preliminary information and he 

anticipated meeting with the Rural Water Districts to explain the findings, then the information 

would be presented to the Audit & Finance Advisory Board and then presented to the Council.  

He commended the Finance Department for all of the information that had be collected.  He 

informed the Council that the Audit was going well.  Manager Stasiak stated that he would be 

bringing requests to the Council at the next meeting and he summarized those requests. 

 

Councilman Smith inquired about the activity at the Shops in McAlester development. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that he had met with the Developer and the Contractor last Friday.  He 

commented that Hobby Lobby was still on the list of stores, the infrastructure was going in the 

ground and they were working on gas and electric.  He stated that the Developer had invested 

between four (4) and five (5) million dollars in the project so far and added that all of the anchor 

shops were all there. 

 

Councilman Smith asked about the completion date. 

 

Manager Stasiak answered around August, 2021. 

 

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 

 

Councilman Cox inquired about the process of repairing streets after water line repairs. 

 

Manager Stasiak explained that there was one crew that did those repairs and the sites were 

placed on a list and then prioritized.  
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Councilman Boatright asked about the payments to the concrete companies. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that the selection of the company was based on their availability. 

 

Councilman Prichard asked if there were plans on returning the Stipe Center back to pre-

pandemic hours. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated there were no plans for that at this time, but the Center had been opened 

up for Pickle Ball and exercise class.  He commented that the Center would open back fully 

when a vaccine was available. 

 

Councilmen Smith, Stevens and Brown did not have any comments for the evening. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 

 

Mayor Browne stated today was the deadliest day for the State of Oklahoma with the Corona 

virus and we were getting into winter.  He encouraged everyone to continue wearing masks and 

for those that did not to consider wearing them for their loved ones. 

 

Recess Council Meeting 

 

Councilman Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Cox.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Brown, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 7:08 P.M. 

 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:10 P.M. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cox.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Stevens, brown, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:11 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


